
1www.learningforward.org

Webinar
October 28, 2021

Breaking 
down the 
school walls –
Tech in and 
tech out

If you can see the 
slide and hear the
music, you are all set.

All attendees are muted upon entry. 
Please use the chat feature for comments 
and questions during the webinar.

Welcome! We will begin shortly.



Thank you for joining us

Please introduce yourselves in the chat box

• Your name

• Your location

• Your role in the educational sector

@learningforward

The webinar 
will be recorded 
and available. 
All webinar 
registrants will 
receive a follow-
up email that 
will include the 
webinar slide deck, 
recording, and 
other resources 
mentioned during 
the presentation.
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https://twitter.com/LearningForward?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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The incredible role of technology in the pandemic
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More work to be done to fill the homework gap

Schools and libraries from every US state and territory:

•Applied for $6.4 billion in 
Emergency Connectivity 
Fund (ECF) support
•This was equal to 

more than 90% of the 
available funds

•Provided 11.5 million 
connected devices
•Added 6 million 

broadband connections
•Provides support for home 

broadband connections 
until June 30, 2022
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Technology supports and the next phase of learning
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Opportunity for reflection

In the chat box, please 
describe a new use for 
technology in your students’ 
learning environments since 
the new school year began.



Pedro Dones
Teacher Leader
Academy for Personal 
Leadership and 
Excellence
Bronx, NY

David Timbs
Director 
Secondary and 
Instructional Technology
Johnson City Schools
Johnson City, TN

Marcie Ebright
Digital Learning 
Specialist
Akron Public Schools
Akron, OH
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Panel discussion



• There has been the aggressive initiative to return to the status quo 
and “the way things used to be.”  We have a unique opportunity to 
transfer the creative ways we delivered instruction during  remote 
learning directly into the classroom

• Online platforms that can be used:
- https://www.pixton.com/
- Teacher run social media
- Book creator 

Pedro Dones
Big Apple Award 2020 Recipient

YouTube:  Mr. Dones Awesome Math Network
Instagram: dones_thebigaction

Twitter: https://twitter.com/dones_BIGaction
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https://www.pixton.com/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/vision-and-mission/big-apple-awards/this-year's-big-apple-award-recipients
https://youtu.be/9vl6BMRZKuY
https://www.instagram.com/dones_thebigaction/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/dones_BIGaction


Bones or No Bones
It is amazing what a pandemic can do…



Is it a bones or no bones day? 

https://www.tiktok.com/@jongraz/video/7024110833995205893?u_code=db3264e6bfhhi0&preview_pb=0&language=en&_d=de5feh9hcjbdi9&share_item_id=7024110833995205893&source=h5_m&timestamp=1635438156&user_id=6796486025013363717&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAAP1gbsWDou8FDNx7FAs57S-LnEWSXwceGoAIdBy3cOYCdQ83xH3sEr_c2xZrhwf9K&utm_source=more&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=android&share_iid=7021456470877832966&share_link_id=5e47c0cf-19cf-4936-8544-0ca187a87c15&share_app_id=1233&_r=1&is_copy_url=0&is_from_webapp=v1&sender_device=pc&sender_web_id=7024156263470974470


How is the learning environment changing in your 
classroom, school or district as a result of the last 18 
months? 



Community and Engagement 



● Grades PreK-5  Essential Experiences  
● Grades 6-12      Guaranteed Experiences

PreK-12 Experiential Learning- Community 



Closing the Digital Divide 

● Commitment 
● Digital K-12 system for Identity/Career 

Exploration 
● Student device and access 
● Expanded hours of support 
● Parent Education 
● Access to technical support 
● Commitment to bring forth the best of lessons 

learned 



Re-envision summer and back to school...



Re-envision Professional Development 



Returning to business of schools...

● Crisis 
● Collaboration 
● Staffing -Interview process
● Teacher Conferences  
● Classroom Visits 
● Appreciation of one-another 
● Self-Care, Mental Health  



Suddenly.. FUNDING… 



Johnson City, TN

● 8,098 Students
● Adopted Canvas: 2016
● Adopted Canvas Studio: 2020
● Adopted CASE Benchmarks: 2021

@davidjtimbs
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https://twitter.com/search?q=Davidjtimbs&src=typed_query


A Thoughtful Approach to Digital Learning
Canvas Was Our Foundation For Growing Teacher Capacity 
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Creating Spaces for Sharing & Learning
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Moving Boldly Into New Territory
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Getting Better at What We’re Good At

● Taking what we’ve learned from the past 16 months and moving forward:
○ Importance of building relationships 
○ Use of video in our instruction
○ Communication with families
○ Instructional technology use  grounded as a partner to  high-quality curriculum, alignment 

to standards, and high impact strategies
○ Working together to support one another

● Areas of focus for 2021–22:
○ Narrowing down our instructional technology applications and learning to use all facets
○ Choosing new applications deliberately and with an eye toward student engagement
○ Emphasizing student data privacy and network security 
○ Leveraging teacher leaders to continue to provide updates, support, and insight
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Discussion 
and
Questions
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Let us hear from you

Please fill out our

survey
post-webinar

https://www.surveymonkey.de/r/NBZ6229

https://www.surveymonkey.de/r/NBZ6229
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Mark your calendars

Thursday
November 4
3 pm ET

Thursday
November 18
3 pm ET

Thursday
December 16
3 pm ET

Focusing on Social 
and Emotional 
Learning and 
Student Success: 
Experiences and 
Resources

The Learning 
Principal: Living 
Equity-Centered 
Leadership

Coaching in a 
Blended World
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2021 is the year for transformation
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https://conference.learningforward.org/
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Thank you!


