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Assessment 
approaches 
for today’s 
learning 
environments

If you can see the 
slide and hear the
music, you are all set.

All attendees are muted upon entry. 
Please use the chat feature for comments 
and use the Q&A for questions during the webinar.
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Thank you for joining us

Please introduce yourselves in the chat box

• Your name

• Your location

• Your role in the educational sector

@learningforward

The webinar 
will be recorded 
and available. 
All webinar 
registrants will 
receive a follow-
up email that 
will include the 
webinar slide deck, 
recording, and 
other resources 
mentioned during 
the presentation.

https://twitter.com/LearningForward?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Participants will …
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• Learn about formative assessment strategies for both 
hybrid and remote learning contexts

• Consider how grading and assessment policies and 
systems may need to shift for the year

• Discuss the range of student information and data 
that can inform instruction as the year progresses
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Let’s talk about assessment



Check-in poll
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To what degree is your school or district overhauling 
how you approach assessment this year?

• Not at all
• Somewhat
• Quite a bit
• Entirely

To what degree do you feel prepared to use a range of 
strategies to assess student learning this year? 

• Not at all
• Somewhat
• Quite a bit
• Entirely



Scott Marion
Executive Director
Center for Assessment
(NH)

Panel discussion
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Katherine T. Smith
Coordinator of 
Assessment & Research
Lyons Township High 
School District 204 (IL)

T. Nakia Towns
Deputy Superintendent
Hamilton County Schools, 
Chattanooga (TN)



This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License.

Supporting Meaningful and Useful 
Assessment in Remote and Hybrid 
Contexts
Scott Marion, Executive Director
The National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment

Learning Forward Webinar
August 20, 2020
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A Graphical Representation of a Classroom Assessment System

Shepard, L.A. (2019). Classroom 
assessment to support teaching 
and learning, In Berman, A.I., 
Feuer, M.J., & Pellegrino, J.W. 
(Eds). What use is educational 
assessment? National Academy 
of Education/American Academy 
of Political and Social Science.
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Intentionality!
• The principles for high quality classroom assessment as articulated in the 

Classroom assessment principles to support teaching and learning haven’t 
changed, but aspects of implementation will need to shift.

• It’s a system! Must be coordinated and 
coherent…
• Focus on what matters most—formative 

“instruction.” The more appropriate name!
• “Classroom summative” is a necessary part 

of system to make competency 
determinations and to provide grades

Join us on September 16, 1:00-2:30:
https://www.nciea.org/events/rils-2020-implications-covid-19-pandemic-assessment-and-accountability 9

https://www.colorado.edu/cadre/2020/02/11/classroom-assessment-principles-support-teaching-and-learning
https://www.nciea.org/events/rils-2020-implications-covid-19-pandemic-assessment-and-accountability


Some Examples of the Implementation Issues Regarding 
Formative Assessment in a Remote Context

1. Informal observation is more difficult
2. Is the instruction synchronous or asynchronous? This will affect the 

types of formative activities you can use.
3. Collaborative work and peer feedback is more difficult to 

set-up/monitor
4. Student access to and familiarity with technology and internet access
5. Student engagement, unanticipated interruptions, and distractions
6. Students’ ability to articulate their thinking (verbally/writing/etc.) 
7. Rules and regulations related to collection of student artifacts
8. Giving and discussing feedback with students may be more 

complicated
9. Ultimately, data collection must be more intentional
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What About Grading?
• Grading is done poorly in the best of times

• Shifts the reward structure from an internal love of learning to 
extrinsically chasing rewards

• Non-systematic, biased, and potentially demotivating to many
• We must develop a “culture of learning” that focuses on 

formative feedback with a recognition that grading and/or 
competency determinations should be based on clear 
criteria and deliberative processes

• Do NOT allow Learning Management Systems (LMS) 
algorithms to override sensible practices
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Resources
• Brookhart, S. (2020, May). Five formative assessment strategies to improve 

distance learning outcomes for students with disabilities (NCEO Brief #20). 
National Center on Educational Outcomes. 
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOBrief20.pdf

• Center for Assessment (2020). Classroom Assessment Learning Modules. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bQmol56j189QWbBTAdSUAGQ
nuGfEvfZ2xq3DGPrs-pw/edit

• Center for Assessment CenterLine blog site: https://www.nciea.org/blog
• Shepard, L. A., Diaz-Bilello, E., Penuel, W. R., & Marion, S. F. (2020). Classroom 

assessment principles to support teaching and learning. Boulder, CO: Center for 
Assessment, Design, Research and Evaluation, University of Colorado Boulder.  
https://www.colorado.edu/cadre/2020/02/11/classroom-assessment-
principles-support-teaching-and-learning
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https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOBrief20.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bQmol56j189QWbBTAdSUAGQnuGfEvfZ2xq3DGPrs-pw/edit
https://www.nciea.org/blog
https://www.colorado.edu/cadre/2020/02/11/classroom-assessment-principles-support-teaching-and-learning


13

Katherine T. Smith
Coordinator of 
Assessment & Research
Lyons Township High 
School District 204 (IL)
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CONNECT WITH YOUR STUDENTS

➢ Connections are not built by giving standardized assessments

➢ Initially, focus on cultivating belonging with your students 
(Krownapple & Cobb, 2019)

➢ Strong teacher-student relationships lead to positive impact 
(.72 and .52) on student learning (Hattie, 2009 & 2019)

14



ADMINISTER SHORT, RELEVANT PRE-ASSESSMENTS

➢ More critical now than before 
○ Should be aligned to upcoming learning intentions 
○ Meant to inform the teacher on level of scaffolding 

needed in the initial instructional units to meet the needs 
of all students

○ Low stakes
➢ i.e.- assess vocab. & literary devices prior to teaching of novel

(Council of Chief State Officers, 2020)
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RELY ON FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

● evidence of student achievement
● for the teacher and student
● to inform the next learning steps

GUIDING QUESTIONS

Where am I headed in 
my learning?

Where
am I now?

Where to next? 
How can I close 

the gap?

(Chappuis, 2015; Stiggins, 2005; Wiliam, 2011) 
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Cook, Lori. C4VTL. The Core Collaborative, 2020

USE PEARDECK TO FORMATIVELY ASSESS

Task Aligned to a Learning Intention Model that meets the success criteria
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USING PEARDECK TO FORMATIVELY ASSESS

Cook, Lori. C4VTL. The Core Collaborative, 2020

Student Performance via PearDeck Student Constructed Response via PearDeck
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USE ZOOM ANNOTATION TOOLS TO FORMATIVELY ASSESS 

Bohne, K. Science Department. Oak Park River Forest High School

STUDENTS CAN 
USE ZOOM 
ANNOTATION 
TOOLS TO 
COMPLETE THE 
FORMATIVE TASK
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Learning Forward: 
Assessment approaches for today’s learning environments

COVID-19 Impact on District Assessment 
Dr. Nakia Towns, Deputy Superintendent 20
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HCS Phased Reentry Plan 

https://www.hcde.org/safeschools/hcs_reentry_and_continuous_learning_plan

https://www.hcde.org/safeschools/hcs_reentry_and_continuous_learning_plan
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Hybrid Learning Model 
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▪ The Universal Screener for the 20-21 school 
year is i-Ready. All students (grades K-8) will be 
screened during the initial window. 

▪ Formative assessment support via 
MasteryConnect utilizing TE 21 Item bank.

▪ The CASE benchmark schedule includes the 
planned delivery method for each assessment 
(paper-pencil or computer-based via 
MasteryConnect).

– Quarterly benchmark: K-5 ELA and Math;  6-8 
ELA, Math, Social Studies, & Science; High 
School EOCs. 

District Assessment Tools  



Why Benchmark? 
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Why Benchmark? 

28



29

▪ Feedback versus grading
▪ Focus on assessing for understanding rather 

than grading
▪ Grading based on standards mastery rather 

than participation, activity, or homework
▪ Truly independent work? (Differences in “at 

home” support)
▪ Multiple modalities, flexible windows, 

revision/reflection, and other strategies to 
ensure equity 

Hybrid/Remote Learning Considerations
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.
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Discussion 
and 
Questions
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Online resources

• Look for follow-up resources, 
including a recording of this 
webinar and slides

• Read latest issue of 
The Learning Professional 

• Check out the 
Learning Forward blog

https://learningforward.org/the-learning-professional/
https://learningforward.org/blog/
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Mark your calendars

Thursday 
August 27
3 pm ET

Thursday
September 3
3 pm ET

Thursday
September 10
3 pm ET

Thursday
September 17
3 pm ET

Attending to 
the health and 
wellness of 
educators as 
the school 
year starts

Connecting 
with families 
when it’s more 
important 
than ever

Plan C: 
Preparing for 
the Next Wave

Learning 
from coaches: 
Supporting 
teams and 
individuals
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2020 ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
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• Get $10 off any new Learning Forward membership
• Use coupon code LFWebinars*
• Visit http://learningforward.org/membership

* Code valid for new members only

Learning Forward memberships

http://learningforward.org/membership
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Thank you!


