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Webinar
May 21, 2020

Learning 
without barriers: 
Supporting 
English learners 
during distance 
learning

If you can see the 
slide and hear the
music, you are all set.

All attendees are muted upon entry. 
Please use the chat feature for comments 
and use the Q&A feature for questions during the webinar.

Welcome! We will begin shortly.



Getting started
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Frederick Brown
Moderator

Chief Learning 
Officer/Deputy

Learning Forward
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Please introduce yourselves

@learningforward

• Your name

• Where you come from

• Your role in education

https://twitter.com/LearningForward%3Fref_src=twsrc%255Egoogle%257Ctwcamp%255Eserp%257Ctwgr%255Eauthor
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Supporting English learners during distance learning



What we’ll talk about today
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• Examine needs and opportunities for supporting ELLs 
during distance learning

• Hear from expert educators and national leaders about 
how to embed language supports in online learning for 
all students

• Discuss how to maintain continuity of support for 
long-term impact

• Learn about strategies that make learning more 
accessible to all students



1. Nearly 5 million English language (EL) learners enrolled in U.S. 
public schools in fall 2015. This represented 9.5% of U.S. public school 
enrollees, up from 8.1% in 2000.*

2. California has the highest number and share of English learners.
3. Spanish is the most common language spoken at home for EL students, 

but not in all states.
4. Cities are more likely than rural areas to have students who are 

English language learners.
5. Most English learners are in elementary school grades.
6. Most U.S. public school students with limited English proficiency 

are U.S. citizens. 
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Stats

*Source: Data on this slide are from National Center for Education Statistics and Pew Research Center.

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgf.asp
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/10/25/6-facts-about-english-language-learners-in-u-s-public-schools/


Kia McDaniel
Coordinating Supervisor 
of Specialty Programs
Prince George’s County 
(MD) Public Schools
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Renae Skarin
Director of Curriculum 
Review Process
English Learners 
Success Forum

Panel discussion

Crystal Gonzales
Executive Director
English Learners 
Success Forum
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Panel discussion

Mayra Hayes
Director of English 
Language Learners
Guilford County (NC) 
Schools

Carla Flores-
Ballesteros
Principal
Allen Jay Elementary
Guilford County (NC) 
Schools

Soledad Lardies-
Dunst
English Learners (EL) 
Coordinator
Guilford County (NC) 
Schools
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Crystal Gonzales
Executive Director
English Learners 
Success Forum
@CrysGonzales7

Renae Skarin
Director of Curriculum 
Review Process
English Learners 
Success Forum
@renae_skarin
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English Learners are 
the fastest- growing 
student group in U.S. 
schools

NOTE: Categorizations are based on unrounded percentages.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Common Core of Data (CCD), “Local Education Agency 
Universe Survey,” 2017–18. See  Digest of Education Statistics 2019, table 204.20.

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgf.asp
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Our concern: The growing EL demographic & the stagnant gaps 
between ELs & non-ELs

Source: Economic Policy Institute, 2017

The achievement gap has 
narrowed between minority 
and white students…..

...but there is one exception:  
Hispanic and Asian 
English learners are 
making no progress in 
academic achievement 
relative to white students.
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low 
expectations

Low-rigor 
curriculum

Lower 
academic 

achievement

Our beliefs about what EL students can do 
matter
The latest research suggests that low expectations of ELs’ ability to 
participate in high-level critical thinking activities can lead them to 
provide these students less rigorous instruction.

This less rigorous curriculum inhibits their academic growth and 
drives down achievement results, constituting a “rigor gap”.

This becomes a negative feedback loop, in which students are given 
less rigorous materials as the solution to poor achievement, which 
low-rigor materials helped to cause.

Source: Audrey Figueroa Murphy & Bruce Torff (2019), “Teachers’ Beliefs About Rigor of Curriculum for 
English Language Learners”, The Educational Forum, 83:1, 90-101.
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Equitable access to content in distance learning
● Continue to provide ALL students access and opportunity to 

make sense of content and communicate their thinking
● Stay the course with high-quality curriculum that allows for 

consistent and coherent content
● Leverage the linguistic and cultural assets of students and 

families
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4: If a school district is providing remote learning to students, it must provide language support to
English learners in content classes. In situations with both a content teacher and an EL teacher,
the EL teacher should continue to collaborate with the content teacher.

2: If the district’s platform does not provide the EL supports it typically provides to its students,
groups of educators could work together to craft relevant tools and resources for EL students. If
remote education is continuing, ELs must receive appropriate language services and supports to
the greatest extent possible.

US DOE’s New Guidance on ELs during Covid-19

3: Many accommodations may be effectively provided online. These may include, for example, 
extensions of time for assignments, videos with captioning or embedded interpreting, accessible 
or translated reading materials, other language services provided through video conferencing, an 
online translation dictionary, or other technological solutions. 

1: ELs with disabilities must have equal access to the same learning opportunities.

Specific to instruction:

1

2

3

4

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Providing Services to English Learners during the Covid-19 Outbreak, May 18, 2020
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The English Learners Success Forum...
● Is a community of 40+ field-leading academics, PhD-level scholars, district leaders, and 

experienced classroom educators dedicated to improving the quality and supply of curricular 
materials for English learners.

● Collaborates with researchers, district leaders, teachers, and content creators to address the 
linguistic and cultural needs of ELs.

● Provides guidance and examples to those developing and selecting content.

23 years 21 years 50%
Avg. Experience
of our Experts

Avg. Experience
Teaching ELs

Work directly with 
Districts
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Contributors

National EL experts including: Aida 
Walqui, Harold Asturias, Lily Wong-

Fillmore, Judit Moschkovich, George 
Bunch, Maria Santos

K-12 orgs including: Student 
Achievement Partners, Council of the 

Great City Schools, EdReports

Classroom teachers & school leaders: 10+ 
years average experience



ELSF Remote Learning Resources
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Continue to formatively assess and provide students with 
the necessary just-in-time scaffolds (such as amplifications 
that use visuals, multimedia, or the strategic chunk-
ing of material) in order to access complex on grade-level 
text. Do you need additional ideas on how to accomplish 
this?  For more support with scaffolding in a remote envir-
onment see this resource.

DO’s and Don’ts of ELA Instruction
Based on the research and ELSF guidelines, we suggest the following:

Provide multilingual resources for parents to partner 
and extend the learning opportunities to the entire 
family. Encourage family interviews, journaling and 
family discussions around compelling topics or 
concerns. More ideas from ELSF can be found here.

put the technology before the task. Continue to design 
tasks that help students simultaneously learn the 
language and content, then, consider the various tech 
options to help your ELs learn the objectives you 
designed. Avoid overdesign by adding too many tech 
features or too many scaffolds that confuse students.

forget to engage parents, caregivers and families in 
quality interactions that foster intergenerational 
lifelong learning. “This is an opportunity to expand 
your children’s home language skills... and enhance 
their connection to family members.” - Lily Wong 
Fillmore

https://www.elsuccessforum.org/blog/scaffolding-instruction-for-english-learners-in-a-remote-environment
https://www.elsuccessforum.org/resources/using-multilingual-resources-to-support-english-learners-remote-learning
https://www.elsuccessforum.org/blog/an-open-letter-from-lily-wong-fillmore-on-covid-19
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Do’s and Don’ts of Math Instruction
Based on the research and ELSF guidelines, we suggest the following:

Design math discussions for student-led small groups 
using platforms such as Zoom, Google Meet or a 
discussion board; a low-
text option may include setting up a confer-
ence call number to speak with students about how 
they went about finding the solution to an equation.
Do you agree with the strategy or explanation? How 
would you explain your strategy to others?

assign independent work without providing ELs with the 
tools, resources and scaffolds that are needed to access 
content. Dedicated instruc-
tional time that includes mini-lessons and meaningful 
discussion and feedback is still needed in an online 
environment to facilit-
ate content and language learning.

forget all the meaning-making resources and realia that 
you use in the regular class-
room. Students need the repetition of discu-
ssion and the use of manipulatives as much (or more!) 
in this remote setting. Tools such as Virtual 
Manipulatives, Desmos, and Geo-
Gebra provide ELs with additional practice 
opportunities.

Find math activities connected to grade-level concepts 
that families can do together with items in the home 
(measuring cups, receipts, recipes). Encourage students 
to read, write, listen, and speak the language of math-
ematics with the teacher, one another, and family 
members. If possible, provide core content resources in 
students’ home langu-
age as applicable.

https://www.elsuccessforum.org/blog/scaffolding-instruction-for-english-learners-in-a-remote-environment
http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/mathematics/ebook_assets/vmf/VMF-Interface.html
https://www.desmos.com/calculator
https://www.geogebra.org/%3Flang=en
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At minimum, English Learners should be empowered to:

Understand
grade-level content

Develop and Use 
appropriate language for 

academic purposes

Believe
they can do it
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Kia McDaniel
Coordinating 
Supervisor of 
Specialty Programs
Prince George’s County 
(MD) Public Schools
kia.mcdaniel@pgcps.org

http://pgcps.org
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Prince George’s County Public Schools

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS • www.pgcps.org

Situated east of Washington, DC

Approximately 136,000
Students

20th Largest School District
206 Schools Maryland

29,813
English Learners
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Distance Learning For English Learners 
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS • www.pgcps.org

Connecting with Families

● Survey on access to 
technology

● Guidance on how to set 
routines and expectations

● Distance Learning website
● Language access services are 

available in multiple languages 
to ensure inclusivity in 
individual family meetings and 
virtual school community 
meetings

Instruction

● Learning packets distributed at 
learning sites (Core Content 
and ESOL)

● Weekly Instructional Focus 
with differentiation for ELs

● Co-Teaching and Co-Planning 
● Lessons on PGTV
● Online instruction with ESOL 

Teacher
● Online instruction with 

Content Teachers
● Office hours

Hardware and Access

● Drive-Up Wifi
● Internet Essentials from 

Comcast
● Distribution of Chromebooks
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In Guildford County Schools, at least 
115 different languages are spoken 

as a first language.

Number of EL and Non-EL students
Mayra Hayes
Director of English 
Language Learners
Guilford County (NC) 
Schools
hayesm2@gcsnc.com

Soledad Lardies-
Dunst
English Learners (EL) 
Coordinator
Guilford County (NC) 
Schools
@DunstLardies

http://gcsnc.com
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Carla Flores-
Ballesteros
Principal
Allen Jay Elementary
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Joni Saffari
Teacher
English as a New 
Language

Zsaquia Green
4th Grade 
English Language 
Arts (ELA) Teacher

Crystal Adkins-Pennix
4th Grade 
Science Teacher 
Implementing the 3 Ls 
Framework
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Discussions 
and
Questions
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Mark your calendars

Thursday
May 28
3 pm ET

Thursday
June 4
3 pm ET

We’re planning 
a great lineup 
for June

All means all:
Equity challenges 
and opportunities 
during the 
COVID-19 crisis

Learning with 
coaches:
Supporting 
educators for a 
NEW school year

Keep checking 
the Learning 
Forward website 
for additional 
webinars
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• Get 15 months of 
membership for the 
price of 12 if you 
join or renew by 
May 31, 2020

• Use coupon 
code ACCESS

Special offer for today’s webinar attendees
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